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Spiritual Formation Creative Project - Empowered Life
Liturgical Reading, Responsive

(Zech 2:10) "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord.
Zech 4:6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the Lord Almighty.

The false grounds of confidence are to be rejected. "Might and power" include all earthly means and human effort.  When the Spirit of God is not the author of the work, it cannot stand trial.  Greater is He who is with us than all who can be against us. It is promised that we shall be "strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man."

(Zech 2:10) "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord.
Luke 24:49      I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

John 14:17 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

It has always been God’s desire to live among His people and interact with them as their God, Father, Friend, Provider and Protector.

(Zech 2:10) "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord. 
His first step was to set up a tent where he would dwell and meet with his people.  (The Old Temple  Ex 40:33-38)     33 Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord (the Spirit of God) filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord (power) filled the tabernacle.

(Zech 2:10)  "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord. 
King Solomon eventually built a permanent temple in Jerusalem.  They brought the Ark of the Covenant into the holy of holies and God’s presence moved into the temple.

(Zech 2:10) "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord. 
Through the years because of the disobedience of the Jews, the temple was destroyed and they were taken captive to Babylonia.  After 70 years the King released Zerubbabel and a remnant of Jews to go back to Jerusalem to restore the temple.  God would once again dwell among them.

(Zech 2:10) "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the Lord. 
When the people contemplated the difficulties that lay in the way of the accomplishment of this great task, the magnitude of the work, the obstacles to be overcome, and the insignificance of man's best energies, thhe was ready to give up. But the assurance came to them that the work would be accomplished, but not by man's might, only in the power of the Spirit of God.  We do not have to live this life without the power to overcome.  God sent His Spirit to dwell in us.

The temple of Zerubbabel is a type of that Church, which is "built on the foundation of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone"; of which every  Christian is a living stone; and in which all are builded together, for a habitation of God through the Spirit.

(2 Cor 6:16)
For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."  AMEN
